[Pituitary adenoma secreting somatotropic hormone. Gigantism and peripheral neuropathy. A case].
Gigantism, an extremely rare condition, develops before puberty or in subjects in whom puberty is not yet completed. Hypersecretion of somatotropic hormone results in a tremendous surge in growth (our patient was 2.36 m tall). Among other clinical symptoms disabling peripheral neuropathy predominates and changes in nerve conduction velocity are not merely due to the increase in height. The increase in growth hormone concentrations combined with hypogonadotrophic hypogonadism with normal prolactinaemia is associated with peculiar cutaneous symptoms and with low levels of sex hormone-binding protein.